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two nearly equal parts and receives the
waters of the stream flowing south from the
Alps and north from a part of the Apennine
range, among them the Tieino, the Adda,
the Oglio, the Mineio, the Trebbia and the
Penaro. The chief cities on its banks are
Cremona, Piacenza and Turin. The Po, in
spite of embankments, often overflows with
disastrous results. The quantities o£ silt
brought down by the river are constantly
raising its channel, and the consequent ele-
vating of the embankments has raised them
in places to the level of the housetops. The
river is navigable in its lower course and is
of considerable commercial importance.
POCAH03STTAS (1595-1617), daughter
of the Indian chief Powhatan, of Virginia.
Accompanying her father in his dealings with
the English settlers at Jamestown, she be-
came acquainted with Captain John Smith;
when the latter was captured by the Indians
she saved him by throwing herself between
him and the executioner. Two years later
she is said to have frustrated a plot to de-
stroy Smith and his party. After Smith
had left the colony she was kept as a hostage
by an English expeditionary force, and dur-
ing this detention she was baptized and
married to John Rolf e, an Englishman, who,
in 1616, took her on a visit to England. She
left one son, who was educated in London
and who afterwards settled in Virginia.
POOATELLO, po Tea tel'o, idaho, the sec-
ond city in size in the state (Boise being
larger), and the county seat of Bannock
County, is 170 miles north of Salt Lake City,
Utah, on the Port Neuf River and on two
divisions of the Oregon Short Line Rail-
road. Large railroad shops are here, also a
packing house, and the city is a distributing
point for a large agricultural region made
productive by irrigation. There are two
hospitals, a Carnegie Library, Idaho Tech-
nical College, a Y. M. C. A. and a Federal
building. Population, 1920, 14,961; in 1930,
16,471, a gain of 10 per cent.
POE, edgar al:dan (1809-1849), an
American poet and story writer, born at
Boston. On the death of his mother, when
he was but two years old, Poe was adopted
into the family of John Allan, of Richmond,
Va. He was given a good education and was
sent, finally, to the University of Virginia,
from which, however, he was withdrawn by
Mr. Allan, perhaps because of losses at gamb-
ling. After serving for two years in the
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United States army, Poe was sent to West
Point, but was soon dismissed in disgrace.
This caused a final rupture with Mr. Allan,
and Poe was put upon his own resources.
He married, in 1833,
his young cousin.,
Virginia Clemm, and
soon afterward he
became connected
with a maga.zine in
Richmond, to which
lie contributed tales,
poems and literary
criticisms. He did
not hold this posi-
tion long, however,
nor positions which
he secured on other
magazines, owing to
unsteady habits and intemperance. The long
illness of his wife, whom he loved devotedly,
and her death in 1847 prostrated Poe, and
from this time he drank more and more fre-
quently. In October, 1849, he was found un-
conscious in a drinking place in Baltimore
and was taken to a hospital, where he died.
Poe?s fame rests chiefly on his poetry,
which is unsurpassed in its musical rhythm
and its marvelously effective combinations of
sounds. The best known of his poems are
The Raven, The Bells, Annabel Lee, Ulalume
and To Helen. The perfect art of his tales,
of which The Fall of the House of Usher,
Ligeia, The Masque of the Red Death and
The Gold Bug are typical, gives Poe rank
among the masters of short story telling of
all time.
POET LAUREATE, law're ate, a title
conferred by the English Crown upon a poet.
The appointment is made by letters of
patent, and there is no installation ceremony.
While the position of laureate is official, there
is only a nominal honorarium (in the case
of Tennyson $500 a year), and there are no
specific duties. However, the laureate, in
recognition of the honor he has received,
has often commemorated in verse important
state occasions which have seemed worthy of
such notice. Though there had been a num-
ber of minstrels and poets attached to the
households and medieval English kings, some
of them with pensions, the first poet former-
ly appointed laureate was Ben Jonson. The
following lists shows all the poets laureate
and the "volunteer laureates" who were their
predecessors:

